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Feeble four closed to goods traffic

OURBUREAU

Lalbazar: Police on Saturday
announceda freshset of traffic
relaxations for goods traffic in
Calcutta with the focus on en-
suring that vehicles carrying
essential commodities are not
affected by the diversions trig-
gered by the collapse of the
Majerhat bridge.

Vineet Goyal, the addition-
al commissioner of police–I,
said during a news conference
in Lalbazar that port-bound
goods vehicles would be al-
lowed inside the city for the
whole day on weekends. The
existing restrictions on their
movement will be in place on
weekdays.

“We are also trying to pro-
vide easy passage to vehicles
carrying essential commodi-
ties so that there isnoshortage
of supplies,”Goyal said.

The driver of a vehicle car-
rying essential goods can call
the traffic control room at 033-

222143644 or the police emer-
gency number 100 to report
being caught in any unusual
traffic restrictions, the officer
said.

City police commissioner
RajeevKumarhad said earlier
in the day that his department
had been “working round-the-
clock” and examining all op-
tions to keep traffic normal in
the city despite the domino im-
pact of the Majerhat bridge
collapse.

Officials at Nabanna said
the restrictions imposed on
the movement of 20-wheel
trucks had caused heavy

snarls along some of the na-
tional highways.

In thewakeof theMajerhat
bridge collapse, goodsvehicles
hadbeenbarred fromentering
the city beyond the period
11pm-6am.OnFriday, thewin-
dow was widened to 10pm-
6am. Saturday brought the
change transporters were
eager to hear: all restrictions
on goods traffic stand with-
drawnonweekends.

Sources said this had been
done to reduce the pressure of
vehicles that could not enter
Calcutta at the scheduled time
because of the bridge collapse.

Weekend all-clear for
trucks to end backlog

Scurry to
‘strengthen’

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta: Trucks have been
banned from four flyovers and
bridges in Calcutta after being
found tobe theweakest among
the nine that were under the
scanner since a portion of Ma-
jerhat bridge collapsed five
days ago.

The government on Satur-
day said heavy goods vehicles
would not be allowed onTolly-
gungebridge andBijonSetu in
south Calcutta and Belgach-
hia bridge and Aurobindo
Setu in thenorthwith immedi-
ate effect.

“We are putting restric-
tions on the movement of any
kindof goods vehicles on these
four bridges as we want to
strengthen the bridges first.
We will allow (goods) vehicles
after the strengtheningwork,”
Rajeev Kumar, the commis-
sioner of Calcutta police, said.

The decision to ban heavy
goods vehicles from four of
nine flyovers and bridges was
taken after the urban develop-
ment andpublicworksdepart-
ments conveyed to the govern-
ment that the structural sta-
bility of these structures
would be heavily compro-
mised if subjected to continu-
ous heavy load.

Consulting agency Rites
had flagged the lowered load-
bearing capacity ofAurobindo
Setu, which connects Ultadan-
ga and Gouribari, in April. A
report said that thebearings of
the flyover had not been re-
placed for decades, putting the
stability of the structure at
risk.

Bearings are placed be-
tween thedeckof a flyoverand
its piers to ease the stress on
the structure with controlled
movement.

Aurobindo Setu’s deck
rests on 40 to 45 bearings, all of
which have exceeded the stip-
ulated replacement date. With
little or no maintenance, the
43-year-old bridge is in the
“high-stress” category, ac-
cording to theRites report that
was submitted to the Calcutta
Metropolitan Development
Authority.

But until the Majerhat
bridge collapsed last Tuesday,
nogovernmentagencyseemed
bothered about taking correc-
tive action.

The nearly kilometre-long
Belgachhia bridge connecting
ShyambazarandJessoreRoad
flaunts a coat of blue-and-
white but its underside shows
poor upkeep. LikeMajerhat, a
canal below has made the pil-
lars vulnerable to subsidence
if exposed to continuous ex-
cess load.

Bijon Setu, connecting
Gariahat and Kasba, has trees
and creepers growing out of
crevices on the sides of the
deck slab. A fresh coat of paint
seeks to hide the warts on the
bridge named after Bijon
Basu, an executive engineer
with the erstwhile Calcutta
Improvement Trust.

Tollygunge bridge, linking
Tollygunge Circular Road
with Tollygunge Phari, runs
over the Adi Ganga and is
more than 80 years old. It was
painted five years ago but has
never had thorough mainte-
nance, an engineer said.

Safety over Sealdah trade
SUBHAJOYROY

Sealdah: Traders in the
bustling marketplace under
the Sealdah flyover and along
its pierswere told on Saturday
that they might need to tem-
porarily relocate for civic en-
gineers to carry out overdue
inspections of the structure
and commission repairswher-
ever required.

The traders had requested
that theybeallowed to stayput
till Durga Puja but municipal
commissioner Khalil Ahmed
told them that safety was the
priority. “If the engineers feel
some repairsmust be done im-
mediately, that will be done. If
they feel repairs can be post-
poned beyond Puja, they will
do so,” an official quoted him
as saying.

A civic official said there
were about 930 shops in Sisir
Market, the official name of
the trade hub operating under
the flyover. These shops run
with licences issued by the
civic authorities. Many other
stalls and street vendors ille-
gally occupy the remaining
space below the flyover.

“Many shops have built
false ceilings that block the
view of the bridge from below.
If required, these shop owners
have to remove the false ceil-
ings so that our engineers can
conduct a proper inspection,”
an official said.

The government’s stand
that traders must relocate if
required was conveyed to
them during a meeting at the
Calcutta Municipal Corpora-
tion (CMC) headquarters.

Themeeting had been con-
vened after chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee said two days
ago that the government was

unable to get traders to vacate
their stalls for inspection and
repair of any wear and tear on
the underside of the Sealdah
flyover.

“We have tried to repair
the Sealdah flyover but there
are markets below. Nobody is
listening tous.Nobody ismov-
ing,”Mamata had said during
a news conference at Naban-
na, the state secretariat, on
Thursday.

A team from the Calcutta
MetropolitanDevelopmentAu-
thority (CMDA) conducted a
two-hour inspection of the un-
derside on Saturday andmore

such exercises have been
plannedover thenext fewdays.

An engineer in the CMDA
toldMetro that inspecting the
Sealdah flyover from below
was difficult because of the
presence of a large army of
traders, many of them unli-
censed.“Encroachment is ram-
pantunder theSealdah flyover.
This prevents regular inspec-
tion of the structure from
below,”hesaid.

Aparajita Dasgupta, the
chairperson of Borough V of
the CMC, attended the meet-
ing along with the councillors
of wards 36 and 50. “The chair-
person and the local council-
lors were asked to be present
so that theycouldconvince the
traders about the need to re-
pair the flyover,” an official
said.

Sealdah flyover isn’t the
only such structure inCalcutta
under which trade thrives,
mostly illegally. “Below Bijon
Setu, you will see many stalls
that are impediments to regu-
lar inspections. The CMC and
the CMDA must look at other
flyovers andbridges, too,”apo-
liceofficer said.

Trucks strandedon theDurgapurExpressway.
Picture byPradip Sanyal

ACMDAengineer (third fromleft) inspects theunderside of
the Sealdah flyover on Saturday. Picture byBishwarupDutta

Woman
hit by
bus

■ BEHALA:A30-year-old
womanwas injured after
a bus hit her nearBehala
tramdepot onDiamond
HarbourRoad around
7pmonSaturday. She fell
after the bus hit her and
ranher over,witnesses
told cops. Shewas
admitted to a nursing
home in Salt Lake, police
said. The police have
detained the bus driver
and the conductor.

Train timings
■ HOWRAH: SomeSunday
local train timings
have been changed
because of track
maintenance inDankuni.
The 36811Howrah-
Burdwan local from
Howrah and 36812
Burdwan-Howrah local
fromBurdwanhave
been cancelled. The
Howrah-Gurap local
will leaveHowrah at
5.35am instead of 5.05am.

Blockade
■ SODEPUR: Train services
between Sealdah and
Ranaghatwere
disrupted because of a
protest at Sodepur
station from9.45amon
Saturday. Passengers
protested the delay in
trains because of the
upgrade of the signalling
systembetween
Barrackpore and
Ishapore. The delays
affected thousands of
passengers during the
rushhour. The blockade
was lifted around
12.30pmaftermore than
20 local trainswere
delayed for close to three
hours and another 20
were cancelled because
of the protest.

IN BRIEF

EVENTS

■TheLalit Great Eastern
Kolkata presentsHilsa
Hungama, in association
with t2, Alfresco, TheLalit
Great EasternKolkata, all
day dining.

■BESCAssembly of
Nations, in association
withThe Telegraph,
TheBhawanipur
EducationSocietyCollege,
5pmonwards.

■The SaturdayClub
presents SeasonFinale
Tambola, in association
with t2, The Saturday
Club, 6.30pm.

■Annual photography ex-
hibition, organised by
DureKothao,Gallery
Gold, 3pm to 8pm.

GOOD
morning

WEATHER
YESTERDAY

Maximum:
33.5°C (+1)
Minimum:
26.7°C (+1)
RAINFALL: 4.5mm;
HUMIDITY:
Max: 92%,
Min: 64%

THE FORECAST
Maximum:
34°C

Minimum:
27°C

EXPECTED:
Partly cloudy sky.
Rain or thunder-
shower likely.

SUNSET: 5.47pm
SUNRISE: 5.22am
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Relax: school’s advice to tiger moms and dads
EVENING COUNSELLING SESSIONS CONVEY TO PARENTS WHAT THEIR KIDS FEEL

JHINUKMAZUMDAR

NewTown:Anew-ageCalcutta
school is advisingparents of Class
X students to give their children
someme-time, allow themto
party once a fortnight ormonth
and strictly avoidbuilding
pressure on themby settinghigh
performancebenchmarks.

TheNewtownSchool,whose
firstClassXbatchwill bewriting
theboard examsnext year, has
beenorganising counselling for
theparents of 80 students once a
month in the evening since
August. The school decided to
directly address parents after a
“circle time”with theClassX
students threwup interesting

conversations.
The studentshadbeenasked to

speakout about the “oneworry
inside theirheads”.

Most of the students spoke
about beingweigheddownby the
burdenof academic expectations
while preparing for their board
examinations.Oneof themsaid it
was “as if a demon is coming to
eat usup”.

SatabdiBhattacharjee,
principal of TheNewtownSchool,
toldMetroknowingwhat theClass
X students feltwas a revelation.
“Somewhereweareputting a lot
of stress on them. If students are
anxious, theywill not perform
optimally. The idea is to see that
childrenarenot stressedout,” she

said.
The sessionswithparents are

held after 6pmso that
professional commitments don’t
come in theway. “The idea is to
have everyone join in and

facilitate an engagingdialogue
between the school and the
parents.Wedidnotwant it to
remainanexercisewith only a
fewpeople showingup,”an
official of the school said.

Childrenare allowed tobe
present during the sessionsmeant
for parents andvoice their fears
andanxieties.

Themost commonadvice to
parents is to create free time in
their children’s timetable.
“Children should also be
encouraged todogroup study
because at times they learnbetter
withpeers around,”a teacher
said.

Manyparentsmentionduring
the sessions that they take their
childrenout for dinner, shopping
andmovies, but areunable to
comprehend that a childneeds a
peer group to openuporventilate
his orher feelings. “Withmost
children living innuclear

families, theydonothave anyone
to share theirwoeswithorvent
outwhat is trapped inside,”
Bhattacharjee said.

Yoga instructorRituSinghhas
made changes toher son’s
timetable since attendinga
session, allowinghimmore time
to sleep andplay.

“Itwas aneye-opener. I
realised that as parentsweoften
unnecessarily put pressure onour
childrenanddonot let thembe. I
used towakehimupearly so that
he could studyand Iwould
constantly remindhim to come
backhomeearlywhenhe stepped
out to play. I nowrealise this is not
howa15-year-old shouldbe
leadinghis life,” she said.

Teachers, students andparents at a counselling session
atThe NewtownSchool


